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Big Bubba’s Bad BBQ is recipe for success

EVC Loan Guarantee Program assists local restauranteur in business expansion

By Robin 5. Dudley

ombine a aeaie,  hardworking,
hands-cn entreprensur like Roger
Sharp, an inspired wision, commil-
ment, 3 strong business track record and the
success of Sharp's various venhires likes the
Fasa Rohles resaurnne. Eig Bubba's

Ead BB and what do T Ao 1o
Cindy Smith, .ﬁsﬂ::.ﬁ:“gﬁe Pmﬂfc\d’
D15 Government Lending at Mission
Community Bank apd Dave
Mocklar, loan Adminetra-
tor at the Economic Yiaality

Corporation of San lus

Obispo County, it's a win-

ning recipe for successiul

buasiness sxpansion
Mission  Community
Eank and the EVC recent-
Iy collaborated 1o help
Foger Sharp gt a Small
Eusipess  Adminiscration
loan, which will enable him
© open a second Big Bub-
ba's Bad BEQ restaran in
Morth County this spring. The
new location at 2050 El Camino Beal in
Almscadern (m the Albertson's shopping cen-
1er) will bring Big Bubba's rencemed combi-
nation of fimilEFiendl dining and camal
barbcue adsine o the city, along with new
job opparmnities and economy-stimulating

TEvEmE

Roger Sharp's encreprensurial journey,
business phikacphir and talew for h.ru.l.n.g
casual dming inko an enberiainment eperi
e had simgle bepinnings. PI.I.I'\chI:-II:I,g' a
por lable concession l:.:.r: u: =43, the Paso
Eckles. natres b ngr churros and
preszels —frss at Avila mmmmm
California M stabe Fair in Faso Kobles.

After ten years of success with his
por able Jood concession venture, the ener-
getic Sharp decided o dversify wich the ad-
dition of 3 mare permanent eating veme in
Faso Robles [n 1922 he opened Good OF
Burgers on 24th Strest, across fom the far
prounds. The small westerndbemed fi=
food restaurant with distinctively bold and
decoraiwe sigrage is sl a famifar land-
mark. serving kcals, firgoers and bungry
highway craveders.

In 148, Sharp's adverturous spirk and
ove of the carefree, carnivablke fur imos-
phere sparked another new business veniure
- a Big Bubba's Bad EEQ. Purchasng four
maore portahle concession uniks. h-enie-y.u
traveling the fair circuit in a fourstaee aren
serving up “Bad to the Bone” barbecoe and
ather tasty fre. (Now a fainground mainstay,
Eip Bubba's 1s often ranked the top stand o
each ewent in business volume.)

E:J.rl:': observations whiks oo the road,
ideas paine d at various fair venves, as well as
visks o theme aftracticns in Las Yegas con-
timued to inspire his busness philssophy and
knack for providing foed wich an entertaining
flair. [t also fuslled a pew dream — (o open an
actual By Bubba's Bsd EEQ) restauran in
Paso Fobles A selfprochimed "big kid,”
Sharp emvisioned his future establishment as
2 i feelgocd, familvoriznred phee where

kids would want 1o come.

In 2001, thet dream became realicy when
a former motorcycle shop buikding just up
the sirest fom Good O Burgers became
awilble for rent. With rearivity, persever-
ance and painstaking attention 1o detail he
personally owersaw the renowmfion, frons
forming the conerete ble<k buikding at 1125
24ih Strest inlo an =hbarate, fortdike up-
dated western advenhors - its massive
wooden fagnde rvaling Disneyhnd’s Fron-
tier Land.

A rrescive western motif, liberal use of
wood, rock and waler features. open floor
plan with lots of casual seating, and view
into the kitchen from the dining area help
creabe the resinurani's unigae and casual
ambmnce. Different fom most restauranis.
puests — mehdding kds — are albwed to

wander around and enjoy themsehves while |

waking for their meals. Adults are invieed to

bely up to the rustic, fullservics bar for |

wine, beer or spirits.

Humarous touches abound, like cowboy :

and Indian mannegun gresters, a birge ani-

mited buffale head on the wall that |

belows out words of wekome to guesis,

and servers who fFequently break inbo |
choreographed dance numbers. There are |

jail cells 1o =t in (advanced reservations
recommerd=dl. a “General Store” where
Eig Bubba's trademark BEQ smkes
sexzonings and prometional dems can be
parchased. and even a mecharical bull
whose \.:l.rpn,g spesds can accommo dage
and deli m.nghrsdaﬂaguudihﬂ
lewls admits, “We'll do anything to
pei 3 smile.”

At Big Bubba's the motic is, “F it's not
fun, we're not going o do it.” fccording o
gla'p, W want 1o draow you indo cur workd,
s0 we'we creabed a carefully conralled

Sow Bg Brbho’s Bod BEQ, poge 4

Abeowa -

Gwner Roger Sharp and
“friend"” greet quests to

Big Bubba's BEQ in

Paso Robles.

Lafit -

The westem fort-like
facade of Eig Bulbba’s in
Paso Roblss sots the stage
for fum, family-friendly
dimimg.
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Big Bubba's Bad BBQ
conblnmed from page 1
from their daytoday thoughts, and losophy and recipe
environment, mﬂcﬁuﬂjd:ngnndm kezep conversations light and festive. for sucress to At
‘With n staff of forty employees in Fa-  caderao.
0 Fohles, and seating ity for “When
pm:bh came to Missian
FPmso Robles chen-  Commuonity  Bank
tele conswis of to discoss his busi-
hal local resi- ness expansion, we
dents and haf saw his botal com-
restmwant offers Cindy Smith, who o
afull menn of bar-  facilitated the SBA bk, Py SR ARG -
brusd ks, loan through the e el Bl
chicken, and tri- bank's Paso Fobles T
tip. salads, sppro-  office. "Hehad an  Artist's remdering of Big Bubba's Bad BB in Atnacadeno.
priabely named :ltll-llh.ﬂ:l. busi-
sidedishes like ness, m the foed i ~a the program come from theme and casual, family.crienbed ot-
‘Texas Taters and  suocessful track record, reason Block Grant fonds provided to partick  mosphere as the original restmorant, ex-
Ead 1o the Bone  |revenue and cost] projections, and had E?ﬂ:.q:chinlﬁ[ﬂmll'.sﬂzmui with a cozier feel due toits smaler
Hachos, and  done his doe diligence to get the City of Urban Development size. The Jocation will accom-
R e T e T
opening, e sion o in o project.” 5] ¥
restaurant  has  added that Sharp's preestahlished rela. Gy Coumneils for Joca] projects that will | will target a privarily local dning chen-
dc-uhl;d e E:J Eﬂsﬁpwﬁdgﬁ' location. hﬂr&il: i d 'H:t]:u.lm Roger Sharp his goal i i
pecie annual  who renoy saving jobs, or sy s bo give
projections. was alsa a plus. mm.ﬂh%‘lmﬂl Anascadero a great place o ke the
Thersfore, it's Hnumm:mhu'mﬂjrlljntmc and business phn, the EVC out for a fun night T want Big
ool surprising  of the restaorant industry moade gettng  was able to guarantee a portion of Buobba's to be a place the Ciy of Stws-
that Zharp has corventional fmancng diffinik. Smith Sharp's koan, thereby faciitting his  cadero can be proud of®
now  decided oo mniaclﬂ:lD.mHmhirltﬂ::E‘FChn i For mere information on Big Bub-
take Big Pubba's  see if Sharp's new location would Wiha date of March  ba's Bad BECQ), confact Enger Shap at
same fungenerat- £y for the EVC's Rewolving Lomn

“Ride ths bull” at Big Bubba’s Bad BEQ,

mg busmess phi-

amﬁo,grm&:hgmh:

m&.a'hbbl'lﬂldﬂﬂﬁmhl-
wil have the same western

(B85 BBEETE or go o the'r website:
ﬂwB'lgE.l'hh.ub-JEnEﬂmm.



